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ITN reach outline agreement with Avid 
New media management system for ITN’s news and programme production departments 

 
ITN, one of the world’s leading news and video content companies, has reached an outline 
agreement with Avid® to provide a new media management system for ITN’s news and 
programme production departments. 
 
The Avid system will enable all newsroom staff to process and edit from the desktop and will 
be capable of storing more content than ITN’s current digital system, which is now over seven 
years old. The new system is highly flexible and will achieve significant operational synergies 
with the Avid production technology in place in ITV’s regional newsrooms. 
 
ITN will use a combination of hardware and software products from Avid including: 
 

Avid Unity ISIS™ – This will provide in excess of 1000 hours of broadcast video storage  
  
Avid Interplay™ – the media asset management software that will organise and manage 
the many thousands of video assets that will exist on the system 
  
Avid Interplay Assist – a desktop viewing application which allows users to view and log 
clips and create video sequences at the desktop 
  
Avid NewsCutter® - a desktop and craft editing tool that will be used throughout ITV 
News and Channel 4 News. 

  
The new Avid system will replace a Quantel production system installed in 1999. 
 
ITN will also build a new high definition Avid system in ITN Factual and Visual Voodoo, its 
programme production units, to replace older Avid equipment. The new set-up will feature 
four Avid Media Composers connected together by an Avid Unity, allowing all edit suites to be 
connected with each other. 
  
Keith Cass, Director of Technology at ITN said, “ITN chose the new Avid system after having 
carefully assessed that this technology could scale both technically and functionally to meet 
the requirements of ITN across all areas of our businesses. We have also been immensely 



impressed with the use of Avid in ITV Regional News operations and look forward to 
integrating our Avid system with their own operations.” 
 
Graham Sharp, VP European Sales and Operations, Avid, adds, “Seven years ago, ITN were 
one of the first broadcasters in the world to adopt a non-linear workflow, so they are extremely 
knowledgeable and know exactly what they are looking for in an integrated news solution. We 
are particularly pleased therefore that they’ve used the benefit of their experience and chosen 
Avid to upgrade their operation. We look forward to a long and fruitful relationship with Keith 
and his team and hope that we can take them to the next level in terms of efficiency of 
operation and integration with their ITV colleagues.” 
 
ITN plan to roll out the new Avid system in the newsrooms over the next 12 months with 
Channel 4 News expected to complete the transfer to Avid in the early part of 2007. Over the 
next 2-3 years ITN expects to extend the roll out of the new Avid system to include its 
multimedia and image library departments, ITN On and ITN Source. 
 
 
 
 
About ITN 
ITN is one of the most diverse and dynamic content creators in the world, producing award 
winning news, and factual programming for every media channel from television to mobile 
phones. Our creative energy and commercial approach enable us to provide a huge range of 
content services for all platforms for our customers around the globe. Our reputation is built 
on great journalism and in-depth live TV expertise, with the skills learnt in these areas giving 
lustre to our other enterprises.  

ITN is made up of 5 key businesses- ITN News, ITN Source, ITN On, ITN Consulting and the 
production businesses of ITN Factual and Visual Voodoo.  

ITN News produces ITV news, Channel 4 news, More4 News and  London Tonight and 
International distributes news worldwide. 

ITN Source is home to the largest moving image library in the world, containing over 700,000 
hours of footage from the last 24 hours to 1896.  

ITN On delivers instant content via mobile, radio and broadband to our customers. 

ITN Factual  is ITN’s documentary making division, a stylish addition to the ITN brand and 
Visual Voodoo produces smart, stylish and sassy programming. 

ITN Consulting – ITN’s training and advisory service delivering in depth broadcast expertise 
worldwide. 

ITN is based in central London, with bureaux and offices in Washington, Moscow, 
Johannesburg, Jerusalem, Bangkok, Brussels, Beijing, Paris, Berlin, LA and Sydney.  
 
 
About Avid Technology, Inc. 
Avid Technology, Inc. is the world leader in digital nonlinear media creation, management, 
and distribution solutions, enabling film, video, audio, animation, games, and broadcast 
professionals to work more efficiently, productively, and creatively. For more information 
about the company’s Oscar®, Grammy®, and Emmy® award-winning products and services, 
please visit: www.avid.com. 
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